Internally Displaced Persons in Iraq by Shimir, Amal Hussein
Internally Displaced Persons in Iraq
By: Amal Hussein Alwan Shimir
Abstract
Internal displacement is a global issue in which Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) flee their home because of war, 
conflict and other issues, yet remain in their own country
of origin (OCHA, 2016). 
#InvisibleCitizens
IDPs in Iraq
• 2.1 million already in displaced at the end of 2013 
• In 2014 an additional 2.2 million were displaced from Anbar, 
Iraq; this was highest number ever recorded.
• By July 2017 more than one million people, Mosul’s entire 
population were displaced and the city’s infrastructure was 
destroyed.
• In 2018, more than 2 million people remain displaced in Iraq 
even after the war with ISIS ended (iDMC).
• 80% of the IDPs are women and children(Ferris, 2007). 
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Causes of Displacement
• The Islamic State (ISIS) War
• Political, ethnic and religious 
persecution
• Lack of stability (i.e. drinking water, 
electricity, and access to healthcare) 
after wars and conflict
“Conflicts and disasters have driven 
millions of children, women and men to 
the edge of survival. They desperately 
need our help,”  - Stephen O’Brien, UN
What’s next?
• Settling elsewhere in the country;
• Resettling into the local community where they are currently 
based;
• Returning home (OCHA, 2016). 
The Challenges 
• Restricted movement 
• Lack of basic services 
• Lack of employment
• Security concerns 
• Humanitarian assistance
• Education for children 
• Healthcare 
• Poor living conditions 
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